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Raca – Danger of Hell Fire

(Mat 5:22)  But I say unto 

you, That whosoever is angry 

with his brother without a 

cause shall be in danger of 

the judgment: and whosoever 

shall say to his brother, 

Raca, shall be in danger of 

the council: but whosoever 

shall say, Thou fool, shall 

be in danger of hell fire.

I’d like to spend a lot of time in this 

verse.  There are many different 

topics to discuss.  Much of what 

I am about to share with you can 

also be found in the Companion 

Bible, notes by Bullinger.

I’ve changed the format of this 

these are distinct from a heathen.  

From this, we learn that this is 

addressed to Israelites.  And, in 

the context of the verse, none of 

these are Christian.

IN DANGER OF

“In danger of” can also be 

translated “liable to.”  

JUDGMENT

Judgment refers to the local court, 

a council of three, in the local 

synagogue.  The synagogues 

existed from the earliest of 

times and were associated with 

the “high places,” not to be 

confused with places of idolatry, 

which also used this term.  They 

were used three times a week 

particular teaching to be more 

“researchy” than most.  In the 

end, you’ll be the one responsible 

to make up your own mind as 

to what to believe.  I trust you 

find this easy to follow and 

understand.  Let’s look into each 

primary word in verse 22 and 

start with “brother.”

BROTHER

A “brother” refers to an 

Israelite by nation and blood.  A 

“neighbor” was an Israelite by 

religion and worship.  Both of 
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for assembly – the Sabbath, the 

second day of the week, and the 

fifth day.  The expression of the 

word synagogue can refer to any 

one of these times of assembly.  

These local courts were few and 

far between.

(Acts 13:42)  And when the 

Jews were gone out of the 

synagogue, the Gentiles 

besought that these words 

might be preached to 

them the next Sabbath.

Verse 42 shows the synagogue 

being used as a place of 

assembly.

Finally, there were officers of the 

Synagogue:

The Archisunagogos = the ruler 

of the Synagogue, having charge 

of its affairs, regulating the 

service, etc.

The Shelach or makak = the 

angel of the ekklesia [assembly], 

who was the constant minister of 

the Synagogue, to pray, preach, 

and have charge of the law and 

appoint its readers.  He was 

called an overseer.

RACA

Let’s talk about the word “Raca”.  

This word is actually an Aramaic 

word and it used to be spelled 

differently.  The 1611 edition 

of the Bible spelled it “Racha,” 

but it was changed in 1638 to 

“Raca.”  As a side note, there 

are at least 44 different Aramaic 

words present in the Bible.  This 

language was the language of the 

common people in Jesus’ time.  

Jesus spoke this, as well as Latin 

(used in government and Roman 

circles), Hebrew (spoken by 

Hebrews), and Greek (spoken in 

Palestine by the educated classes 

generally).

Aramaic f lourished until the 

7th century, and after that, 

Arabic took over Aramaic in 

the 8th and 9th centuries.   By 

the 13th century, Aramaic had 

disappeared.

This word raca was a 

contemptuous interjection, 

expressing the emotion or scorn 

of a disdainful mind.  It is like 

saying the word “You!”  From 

an orientalisms point of view, it 

means, “spit in your face.”  This 

was a terrible crime in the East.  

It is actually better to spit in 

someone’s face than just to say 

so.

COUNCIL

 “The council” refers to the 

Sanhedrin, the supreme national 

court.  This was a far more serious 

situation than to go before the 

local council.
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FOOL

“Thou fool” always means “a 

wicked reprobate, destitute of all 

spiritual or Divine knowledge.  

If you, as an Israelite, called your 

Israelite brother a fool, you were 

actually calling God-in-him a 

fool.  But it is a worse and greater 

punishment to say it than to just 

do it.  The word “fool” can mean 

an idiot or an effeminate, but not 

fool.

OF

“Of” should be translated “to or 

unto.”  It is the Greek word eis 

and means, “completely unto.”

HELL FIRE

“Hell fire” refers to the gehenna 

of fire, in the valley of Hinnom.  

This place is mentioned in other 

parts of the Bible.  Here’s one.

(2 Chr 33:6)  And he caused 

his children to pass through 

the fire in the valley of the son 

of Hinnom: also he observed 

times, and used enchantments, 

and used witchcraft, and dealt 

with a familiar spirit, and with 

wizards: he wrought much 

evil in the sight of the LORD, 

to provoke him to anger.

It is also called Tophet, a place of 

cremation.  Tophet was a place in 

this valley of Hinnom.

(Isa 30:33)  For Tophet is 

ordained of old; yea, for 

the king it is prepared; he 

hath made it deep and large: 

the pile thereof is fire and 

much wood; the breath of 

the LORD, like a stream of 

brimstone, doth kindle it.

It was here that the refuse of 

Jerusalem was continually being 

burnt up by the perpetual fires.

These are several places the 

Bible refers to Tophet.

(Jer 7:31-33)  And they have 

built the high places of Tophet, 

which is in the valley of the 

son of Hinnom, to burn their 

sons and their daughters in 

the fire; which I commanded 

them not, neither came it into 

my heart. {32} Therefore, 

behold, the days come, saith 

the LORD, that it shall no 

more be called Tophet, nor the 

valley of the son of Hinnom, 

but the valley of slaughter: 

for they shall bury in Tophet, 

till there be no place. {33} 

And the carcases of this 

people shall be meat for the 

fowls of the heaven, and for 

the beasts of the earth; and 

none shall fray them away.

(2 Ki 23:10)  And he defiled 

Topheth, which is in the valley 

of the children of Hinnom, 

that no man might make his 



Raca – Danger of Hell Fire

Page 4

son or his daughter to pass 

through the fire to Molech.

(Mark 9:48)  Where their 

worm dieth not, and the 

fire is not quenched.

(Isa 66:24)  And they shall 

go forth, and look upon the 

carcases of the men that 

have transgressed against 

me: for their worm shall not 

die, neither shall their fire be 

quenched; and they shall be 

an abhorring unto all f lesh.

The fires were continually 

burned here for the destruction 

of the refuse of Jerusalem.   From 

this, it was supposed that it also 

referred to the judgment of God, 

but the Bible never really says 

that.  Geenna occurs 19 times, 

and is always rendered “hell.”  

But it is always talking about 

this place of refuse.

CONCLUSION

(Mat 5:22)  But I say unto 

you, That whosoever is angry 

with his brother without a 

cause shall be in danger of 

the judgment: and whosoever 

shall say to his brother, 

Raca, shall be in danger of 

the council: but whosoever 

shall say, Thou fool, shall 

be in danger of hell fire.

The normally referenced Bible 

word for “hell” is hades.  Even 

though it does not imply such 

a place because it means 

“gravedom,” the word gehenna 

is never to be used for the Bible 

“hell.”

All of mankind has already been 

condemned to hades – the grave.  

(Rom 5:18)  Therefore as by 

the offence of one judgment 

came upon all men to 

condemnation; even so by 

the righteousness of one the 

free gift came upon all men 

unto justification of life.

(1 Cor 15:21-22)  For since 

by man came death, by man 

came also the resurrection 

of the dead. {22} For as in 

Adam all die, even so in 

Christ shall all be made alive.

(Eccl 9:10)  Whatsoever 

thy hand findeth to do, do 

it with thy might; for there 

is no work, nor device, nor 

knowledge, nor wisdom, in 

the grave, whither thou goest.

In this parable in Matthew, 

chapter five, Jesus confronted 

the Scribes and Pharisees on 

their wrong teachings.  These 

leaders had horribly misled the 

people from God’s Word.  This 

teaching was only one example of 

it.  Jesus did not teach Christians 

that hell existed and that, if they 

ever called someone a fool, they 
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would lose their Christianity.  

On the contrary, the context 

that follows verse 25 teaches 

forgiveness and making things 

right with a brother.

Don’t construe this parable to 

refer to Christians.  It applied 

to erroneous teachings from the 

Jewish leaders.  It worked to 

dispel untold fear caused by them.  

It was not literal to fact; it was a 

remarkable way to communicate 

the importance of not slandering 

God through a man’s soul.

POINTS OF 

CONSIDERATION:

• A parable is not to be taken 

literally.  Jesus was symbolically 

speaking.  In one sense, he was 

speaking about the importance 

of a knowledgeable person’s own 

actions and consequences.

• Jesus called people “fools.”  

Did this sentence him to hell?  

(Mat 23:17)  Ye fools and blind: 

for whether is greater, the gold, 

or the temple that sanctifieth the 

gold?

• Brother refers to an 

Israelite.  This is written to the 

Jews.

• “In danger” means “is 

liable.”

• Specifically applies to an 

Israelite who uses the common 

language of the time, Aramaic, 

to say “Raca,” or “You!”

• This person shall be 

brought to the local Synagogue 

council of three for judgment.

• The Israelite who called 

his Israelite brother a “fool” shall 

be in danger of the gehenna.

• Gehenna should never 

be translated “hell.”  It should 

always be translated “place of 

refuse.”  

• The entire context falls 

under entering into the kingdom 

of heaven (of God). Verse 20.

• The Pharisees taught 

that people were immediately 

judged after death, and that they 

were immediately punished or 

rewarded at the time of death.  

Jesus confronted these teachings 

in the parable of Lazarus in 

Abraham’s bosom in Luke 

16:20ff.  This is a parable, and 

should never to be taken literally.  

But, many translators removed 

the first part of this verse which 

referenced it as a parable.  This 

parable was a confrontation of 

the Pharisees and their devilish 

teaching.

Much Love in Christ!

Jerry D. Brown


