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(Mat 16:18)  And I say also 

unto thee, That thou art Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it.

I trust that you have enjoyed the 

previous Artios teachings on 

this intriguing subject of “hell” in 

the Bible.  Peter, Jesus Christ, the 

rock, and the gates of hell have long 

served as prominent items of interest 

in the many scholarly circles.  To 

do them all justice, I will discuss 

all of these subjects, using God’s 

Word as my main reference source.

Let’s look at who Jesus was 

talking to as we begin this study.  

He said, “that thou art Peter…”  

Can you imagine Jesus Christ 

their cause.  Let’s not forget that 

Jesus, not Peter, is the son of the 

most high God, our heavenly 

father.  Something just doesn’t 

line up.  But why?

We must look into the Greek in 

order to understand.  “Peter” 

comes from the Greek word 

petros.  It means, “a small 

piece of rock, even as small as 

a grain.”  What did this mean?  

Jesus told Peter what he was a 

little fragment of what he, Jesus 

was.  After all, Peter was easily 

blown about with man’s opinion.  

He was often challenged with 

standing for God.  Eventually, 

his spiritual walk really took off, 

but not when Jesus was talking 

to him.  Jesus looked at him and 

said, “Peter, you are a small grain 

and Peter, standing, facing each 

other, with these words between 

them?  It must have been amazing.  

The Roman Catholic Church 

thought so and began affirming 

that the church of Jesus Christ 

was built upon Peter.  Humm…  

Is that what Jesus really said?  

Why would Jesus 
build his church on a 
tender, often unstable 
disciple?  Peter was one of 

the men who ran from Jesus and 

the soldiers in the garden.  He 

had so much fear that he couldn’t 

muster the courage to defend 
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of sand, a small piece of rock.”  

Then Jesus said, “and upon this 

rock I will build my church.”  

The word “rock” comes from a 

different Greek word, petra.  It 

means a “mass of rock, a huge 

boulder of sorts.”  Now, please 

think about this.  What do you 

think Jesus did with his hands 

as he talked with Peter?  I think 

he might have pointed at Peter 

when he described his grainy 

size.  I think he might have even 

thumped his fist on his chest 

when he looked at Peter and 

called himself the rock!  

Small rock.  Big rock.  You’ll 

have to decide, but I’ll tell you 

what I believe.  I believe that the 

church to which you and I belong 

was built upon Jesus Christ and 

no other man.  If it were built 

upon another man, why did 

Jesus Christ come in the first 

place?  You have to be honest, 

really honest when answering a 

question like this.  Jesus Christ 

is my rock, now and forever!

(Mat 16:18)  And I say also 

unto thee, That thou art Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it.

 

Then, Jesus continued with, “and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it.”  

The word “and” joins the two 

thoughts, Christ’s church and 

anything prevailing against it.  

Without digging any further into 

this, there is one very clear truth.  

Nothing, no matter what it is, 

can or will ever prevail against 

Christ’s church.  This is a fantastic 

truth.  I love this because it tells 

me that, no matter how badly 

man tries to ruin God’s plans, 

he will never prevail against 

Christ’s church.  No matter 
how badly satan 
tries to ruin Christ’s 

church, and he has 
done a bang up job 
so far, he can or will 
never ruin Christ’s 
church.  This is a fantastic 

truth.  Did you know that one 

of the great truths of Christ’s 

church is that its members will 

never be “hell bound?”  Yes, that 

is true.  No Christian will ever 

end up in a place, even if it did 

exist, called hell.  Interesting 

thought, wouldn’t you say?  One 

of the ways satan tries to ruin 

Christ’s church is by teaching 

that its members are hell bound.  

What a lie!

Okay, I need to let you in on a 

small secret, but you may have 

already figured it out.  The word 

“hell” comes from a familiar 

Greek word, hades.  Do you 

remember what it means?  If not, 

it means, “grave – the place where 

a dead body is placed.”  The 
translators wanted 
to promote their own 



The Gates of Hell

Page 3

beliefs of fire and hell 
with the misplaced 
translation of this 
unique Greek word.  

It never did mean hell, and never 

will mean hell.  It means “grave.”  

The word “gates” can also be 

translated “entrance.”  

Jesus said, and the entrance of 

the grave [or the state of death] 

shall not prevail against it [the 

church].

Jesus wasn’t teaching about the 

existence of a place called hell.  

The Greek and Aramaic both 

use words meaning “grave.”  He 

taught that death cannot separate 

a man from Christ’s church.  Once 

you are a Christian and belong to 

Christ’s church, you can never be 

removed.  I suppose, that if you 

were, that would be hell.  But it 

can never happen.

Let us never forget our great 

hope!

(1 Th 4:13-18)  But I would 

not have you to be ignorant, 

brethren, concerning them 

which are asleep, that ye 

sorrow not, even as others 

which have no hope. {14} For 

if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so them 

also which sleep in Jesus will 

God bring with him. {15} 

For this we say unto you by 

the word of the Lord, that we 

which are alive and remain 

unto the coming of the Lord 

shall not prevent [prevent] 

them which are asleep. {16} 

For the Lord himself shall 

descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump 

of God: and the dead in Christ 

shall rise first: {17} Then we 

which are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together 

with them in the clouds, to 

meet the Lord in the air: and 

so shall we ever be with the 

Lord. {18} Wherefore comfort 

one another with these words.

(Mat 16:18)  And I say also 

unto thee, That thou art Peter, 

and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it.

Allow me to provide a literal 

according to usage.  

“And I say also unto you, Peter, 

you are a small grain of rock, and 

upon this huge mass of stone, 

me, Jesus Christ, I will build my 

church; and the entrance of death 

and the grave shall not prevail 

against it in any way.”

Much love in Christ.

Jerry D. Brown


