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(Rev 1:18)  I am he that 

liveth, and was dead; and, 

behold, I am alive for 

evermore, Amen; and have 

the keys of hell and of death.

These are among the most 

famous words of Jesus 

Christ. They were spoken in this 

vision in the book of Revelation to 

John, but they are just as true as if 

they had been spoken to you today. 

Why? Because Jesus Christ is alive!  

He is seated at God’s right hand.

(Mark 16:19)  So then after 

the Lord had spoken unto 

them, he was received up 

into heaven, and sat on 

the right hand of God.

In order to become a Christian, 

you must believe that God raised 

his son from the dead. This, plus 

your confession of Jesus as lord 

is what brings you salvation.

Jesus walked the earth like you 

and me. He suffered death at the 

hands of the Jews and Roman 

soldiers, was crucified, and 

buried. Then God raised him 

from the dead.

(Acts 2:22-24)  Ye men of 

Israel, hear these words; Jesus 

of Nazareth, a man approved 

of God among you by miracles 

and wonders and signs, which 

God did by him in the midst 

of you, as ye yourselves 

also know: {23} Him, being 

delivered by the determinate 

God raised Jesus from the dead, 

and now, Jesus Christ is alive 

for evermore. Nothing could 

ever change this remarkable 

and foundational truth. 

Christianity is build 
upon the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.

(Rom 10:9)  That if thou 

shalt confess with thy mouth 

the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that 

God hath raised him from 

the dead, thou shalt be saved.
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counsel and foreknowledge 

of God, ye have taken, and by 

wicked hands have crucified 

and slain: {24} Whom God 

hath raised up, having loosed 

the pains of death: because 

it was not possible that 

he should be holden of it.

God made sure that death would 

never again take hold of his son. 

Jesus knew this and believed it.

(Rev 1:18)  I am he that 

liveth, and was dead; and, 

behold, I am alive for 

evermore, Amen; and have 

the keys of hell and of death.

What Jesus declared in 

Revelations 1:18 is nothing short 

of a victory cry. He is alive for 

evermore, Amen. The words that 

follow are equally as powerful. 

“…and have the keys of hell 

and of death.” No other person, 

power or entity can lay claim to 

such a feat. Our Christ has, in 

his hands, the keys of hell and 

of death. These two keys 
give entrance into 
God’s new beginnings 
wherein there is no 
more death, no more 
suffering. 

(Rev 21:3-4)  And I heard 

a great voice out of heaven 

saying, Behold, the tabernacle 

of God is with men, and he 

will dwell with them, and 

they shall be his people, and 

God himself shall be with 

them, and be their God. {4} 

And God shall wipe away 

all tears from their eyes; and 

there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, 

neither shall there be any 

more pain: for the former 

things are passed away.

Only Christ has these keys. 

God entrusted this power unto 

him, and him alone. Satan does 

not have these keys; kings and 

rulers do not have these keys; 

world governments do not have 

these keys – no one but Christ 

himself has them. Once Jesus is 

our lord, whatever hell and death 

are, are no more to be feared. 

We are under his protection, his 

watchful eyes, his love, and his 

obedience to the Father’s Word.

HELL

What is hell? The Greek word is 

haides. By now, if you have been 

following the many previous 

Artios Letters from 2012, you 

know exactly what this word 

means. It means, “gravedom.” 

It is the place where one goes, 

generally into the ground, after 

he or she dies. It is literally, “the 

grave.”

In the Old testament, the Hebrew 

word for grave is sheowl. Other 

words are used for grave, but this 

one is akin to haides.
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(Psa 6:5)  For in death there 

is no remembrance of thee: 

in the grave [sheowl] who 

shall give thee thanks?

The grave is a final resting 

place.

(Psa 49:14)  Like sheep they 

are laid in the grave [sheowl]; 

death shall feed on them; 

and the upright shall have 

dominion over them in the 

morning; and their beauty 

shall consume in the grave 

[sheowl] from their dwelling.

The next verse contains one of 

the few examples in the New 

Testament, when the translators 

properly translated haides.

(1 Cor 15:55)  O death, 

where is thy sting? O grave 

[haides], where is thy victory?

When Jesus Christ said that 

he has the keys of hell, he was 

saying that he has the keys of the 

grave, where one goes after he 

dies. 

(Rev 1:18)  I am he that liveth, 

and was dead; and, behold, 

I am alive for evermore, 

Amen; and have the keys of 

hell [the grave] and of death.

DEATH

Now, let’s look at the word 

“death.” This word translates 

from the Greek word thanatos, 

meaning, ‘the state of death.’ 

The state of death is a different 

perspective of the same thing 

– death. When we looked at the 

word hell, we were looking at the 

location of death; when we look 

at thanatos, we look at the state 

itself – that the person is indeed 

lifeless.

(Acts 2:24)  Whom God hath 

raised up, having loosed the 

pains of death [thanatos]: 

because it was not possible 

that he should be holden of it.

God loosed Jesus from the state 

of death when he gave him life 

after death.

(Rom 6:9)  Knowing that 

Christ being raised from 

the dead dieth no more; 

death [thanatos] hath no 

more dominion over him.

The state of death cannot ever 

again exist over Jesus Christ! 

This is what allows him to have 

the key to death. He is victorious 

over it.

Freedom from the state of death 

is far more than just a freedom 

from dying again in the future. 

It encompasses our entire lives 

today.

(Rom 8:6)  For to be carnally 

minded is death [thanatos]; 

but to be spiritually 
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minded is life and peace.

Today, we can choose our mental 

states, so choose them carefully. 

If you choose to be carnally 

minded, you choose a state 

of death. If you choose to be 

spiritually minded, you choose 

life and peace.

You must become persuaded in 

what has been made available to 

you as a Christian.

(Rom 8:38-39)  For I am 

persuaded, that neither death 

[thanatos], nor life, nor angels, 

nor principalities, nor powers, 

nor things present, nor things 

to come, {39} Nor height, nor 

depth, nor any other creature, 

shall be able to separate us 

from the love of God, which 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Even the state of death cannot 

separate you from God’s love or 

Christ Jesus your lord. This is 

YOUR victory cry today!  

(Rev 1:18)  I am he that liveth, 

and was dead; and, behold, 

I am alive for evermore, 

Amen; and have the keys 

of hell [the grave] and of 

death [the state of death].

This is his victory cry for all time. 

We are covered no matter how 

we look at it, and one thing is for 

certain. We are never destined 

for a place called hell. Some of 

us may suffer death if the lord 

tarries, but none of us will ever 

suffer such a place called hell. It 

doesn’t exist.

Much love in Christ,

Jerry D. Brown


