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I’d like to introduce you to three 

different forms of power in the 

Bible. When you read the English 

word power, you really can’t see 

what the Greek word behind it is. 

Knowing which one is behind it 

can make all the difference in the 

world with your understanding.  

Here’s three different usages of 

“power” in Ephesians, all translated 

into the same English word:

(Eph 1:19, 21)  And what is 

the exceeding greatness of 

his power (1) to us-ward who 

believe, according to the 

working of his mighty power 

(2), Far above all principality, 

and power (3), and might, 

and dominion, and every 

name that is named, not 

receive power, after that 

the Holy Ghost is come 

upon you: and ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 

and in Samaria, and unto the 

uttermost part of the earth.

The power a Christian receives 

when he is born again arrives 

first in the form of dunamis. It 

is inherent power. An example 

would be the energy stored in 

your car battery. It is there, but 

isn’t activated until you turn on 

the car radio. This means that 

it is present, but not yet in use. 

It is this power that Christians 

are supposed to use as witnesses 

throughout the earth.

Ephesians 1:19 uses this word in 

only in this world, but also 

in that which is to come:

1. This word for power 

comes from dunamis. It means, 

“inherent power.” 

2. This word for power comes 

from kratos. It means, “power, 

strength.”

3. This word for power 

comes from exousia. It means, 

“exerted power.”

Let’s look at dunamis first.

(Acts 1:8)  But ye shall 
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a wonderful way.

(Eph 1:19)  And what is 

the exceeding greatness of 

his power to us-ward who 

believe, according to the 

working of his mighty power,

We learn that, if we believe, we 

have the exceeding greatness of 

his dunamis (power) available to 

use. The standard of this power 

is based upon God’s power 

(kratos).

Now, let’s look at kratos.

(Acts 19:20)  So mightily grew 

the word of God and prevailed.

The word “mightily” is translated 

from kratos. It refers to the 

powerful way God’s word spread 

throughout the known world. 

God’s strength will always 

prevail, and often in the most 

unique of situations.

Ephesians 1:19 uses this word in 

a wonderful way.

(Eph 1:19)  And what is 

the exceeding greatness of 

his power to us-ward who 

believe, according to the 

working of his mighty power,

Here, we find that God’s power, 

his strength, lies at the foundation 

of our inherent power. God’s 

power and strength is the source 

of all of our power. No matter 

how you look at it, Christians are 

extremely powerful people.

Finally, let’s look at exousia. 

(Mat 9:6)  But that ye may 

know that the Son of man hath 

power on earth to forgive sins, 

(then saith he to the sick of 

the palsy,) Arise, take up thy 

bed, and go unto thine house.

Used in a unique way, the 

exerted power Jesus manifested 

in verse six related specifically 

to forgiveness of sins. He exerted 

his right to forgive sins on earth. 

Jesus was filled with the power 

of God. When he forgave sins, he 

unleashed his power.

Ephesians 1:21 uses this word 

exousia.

(Eph 1:21)  Far above all 

principality, and power, and 

might, and dominion, and 

every name that is named, 

not only in this world, but 

also in that which is to come:

To gain the impact of meaning, 

you need to also read verse 20:

(Eph 1:20)  Which he 

wrought in Christ, when he 

raised him from the dead, 

and set him at his own right 

hand in the heavenly places,

When God raised Christ from 

the dead and set him at his own 
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right hand in the heavenlies, he 

placed him far above any form of 

exerted powers. Now, you have 

to admit that this is fantastic. 

Today, we often are troubled by 

the silliest of worldly powers, 

things so crafty that they tend to 

impact us negatively throughout 

the day. How do you think you 

would react to such folly if you 

really understood the power 

potential you have in you as a 

Christian? I think you would 

become more positive. I think 

your days would change from 

being negative to being positive. 

What do you think?

According to Ephesians, we have 

all three forms of power available 

to us.

We have God’s inherent power 

(1) within us. It is based on the 

foundation of God’s strength and 

power (2). When we manifest 

God’s power, it becomes exerted 

power (3), a power that is far 

above the darkness of this 

world. 

Think about how powerful you 

truly are and believe! You will 

receive and manifest all the 

power that God made available 

to you – today!

Much love in Christ,

Jerry D. Brown


