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Repentance means, ‘a 

genuine change of heart.’ 

For some, it is an arduous process. 

For others, it comes easy. For all, 

it is a necessary requirement of 

godly sonship. Repentance often 

lies between you and deliverance. 

If you are seeking deliverance 

from mental woes, torments, 

and ungodliness, it is time to 

take a deep breath and change. 

How do you know if you have 

repented? You think differently 

on the matter. Reposition your 

life in godliness. Change your 

thoughts. That is repentance.

(Num 23:19)  God is not a man, 

that he should lie; neither the 

son of man, that he should 

repent: hath he said, and shall 

Strength of Israel will not 

lie nor repent: for he is not a 

man, that he should repent.

Our God has no need 
to repent. But, you 
do. What lifestyle indicates the 

need for repentance?

(Ezek 14:6)  Therefore say 

unto the house of Israel, Thus 

saith the Lord GOD; Repent, 

and turn yourselves from your 

idols; and turn away your faces 

from all your abominations.

A lifestyle of idolatry answers 

this question in part. God 

detests idolatry, where you 

place something before Him, 

worshiping it instead of Him. 

Turn from such activities.

he not do it? or hath he spoken, 

and shall he not make it good?

Our heavenly father has no need 

to repent. He can if he chooses, 

but he is not a man. He doesn’t 

lie. He always lives according to 

his Word. Therefore, he has no 

need to repent. There are biblical 

accounts whereby he changed 

his ruling against a certain 

people. The book of Jeremiah is 

a constant discussion of such a 

situation. 

(1 Sam 15:29)  And also the 
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(Ezek 18:30)  Therefore I will 

judge you, O house of Israel, 

every one according to his 

ways, saith the Lord GOD. 

Repent, and turn yourselves 

from all your transgressions; so 

iniquity shall not be your ruin.

Spoken to Israel for our learning, 

change your heart and turn from 

all your transgressions, sins. 

Otherwise, your sins shall be 

your ruin. Repentance means 

you turn from a sinful lifestyle 

to a godly lifestyle.

On occasion, you will cross 

paths with others who sin against 

you. Be very careful in these 

situations. The instructions are 

clear.

(Luke 17:3-4)  Take heed to 

yourselves: If thy brother 

trespass against thee, rebuke 

him; and if he repent, forgive 

him. {4} And if he trespass 

against thee seven times in a 

day, and seven times in a day 

turn again to thee, saying, I 

repent; thou shalt forgive him.

•  Take heed unto yourselves.

• Rebuke a brother who sins 

against you.

• If he says that he repents, 

forgive him no matter how many 

times he sins against you.

Repentance is an ongoing ordeal 

for some. No matter how many 

times this happens, if the brother 

says to you that he repents, 

forgive him.

True repentance literally hangs 

on Christ’s accomplishments. 

Repentance signifies a powerful 

change to God. When man repents 

and accepts Christ, God forgives 

him of all sins. That’s mighty! 

Not only does God forgive man, 

he gives him a special gift – the 

gift of holy spirit. 

 (Acts 2:38-39)  Then Peter 

said unto them, Repent, and 

be baptized every one of you 

in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins, and 

ye shall receive the gift of 

the Holy Ghost. {39} For the 

promise is unto you, and to 

your children, and to all that 

are afar off, even as many as 

the Lord our God shall call.

God commands man to repent.

 (Acts 17:30-32)  And the 

times of this ignorance 

God winked at; but now 

commandeth all men every 

where to repent: {31} Because 

he hath appointed a day, in 

the which he will judge the 

world in righteousness by that 

man whom he hath ordained; 

whereof he hath given 

assurance unto all men, in 

that he hath raised him from 

the dead. {32} And when they 

heard of the resurrection of 
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the dead, some mocked: and 

others said, We will hear 

thee again of this matter.

Which type of listener will you 

be? Will you mock? Will you say 

that you’ll talk again? Or, will 

you be like this?

(Acts 17:34)  Howbeit 

certain men clave unto 

him, and believed: ...

These men clave unto Paul. They 

were serious about change. They 

wanted to obey God and live 

according to his Word. They 

wanted to fill their lives with 

good works, works meet for 

repentance.

(Acts 26:20)  But showed first 

unto them of Damascus, and at 

Jerusalem, and throughout all 

the coasts of Judaea, and then 

to the Gentiles, that they should 

repent and turn to God, and 

do works meet for repentance.

Clear the matter – reverse the 

decision of your life.

(2 Cor 7:10-11)  For godly 

sorrow worketh repentance to 

salvation not to be repented 

of: but the sorrow of the 

world worketh death. {11} 

For behold this selfsame 

thing, that ye sorrowed after 

a godly sort, what carefulness 

it wrought in you, yea, what 

clearing of yourselves, yea, 

what indignation, yea, what 

fear, yea, what vehement 

desire, yea, what zeal, yea, 

what revenge! In all things 

ye have approved yourselves 

to be clear in this matter.

A most distinct characteristic 

of true repentance is ‘godly 

sorrow.’ When you realize that 

your lifestyle has been contrary 

to God’s Word, you will manifest 

godly sorrow. This is not worldly 

sorrow. Godly sorrow processes 

in you in a unique way.

Carefulness – eagerness to 

change.

Clearing – you apologize to God 

and others.

Indignation – anger and 

annoyance against the wrong 

doing.

Fear – respect for God and His 

Word.

Vehement desire – you long for 

change.

Zeal – Fervent mind to change 

– hot to trot into a new way of 

life.

Revenge – vindication – evidence 

provided to justify your change.

You can change. You can 

repent of sinful ways. You can 

become godly in all that you 

do. A newfound eagerness to be 

right all of the time can well up 

within you. Let it happen. You 

can apologize to God and others 

for your wrong doings. It’s okay 

to be angry with yourself and 
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be completely annoyed of the 

ungodly lifestyle. Develop a 

healthy respect for God and his 

Word. This will go a long way 

in building an intense longing to 

change. Eventually, your mind 

with burn with the desire to get 

better and better. A Christian 

should want to be ever better, 

day after day. Don’t hesitate to 

provide evidence, to yourself and 

others, justifying your change.

Much love in Christ,

Jerry D. Brown


