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Faith means believing.

How would you define believing? 

Instead of presenting a variety 

of answers, perhaps you’d find 

it a simple matter to accept the 

son of God’s definition of great 

believing?

The setting wasn’t remarkable; 

the town of Capernaum, a small 

city situated on the north corner 

of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus 

centered his Galilean activities 

here. He taught in the local 

synagogue often. As well, it was 

home to a few famous names: 

Peter, James, Andrew and John, 

and the tax collector Matthew. 

Its synagogue was built in the 

center of the city. Its streets 

This man was responsible for 

between 80 and 1000 soldiers.  

He came to Jesus, a well-known 

figure in this busy, fishing 

village, asking him for help. 

Rome clashed with Christ. 

Romans were not Jews. Certainly 

some practiced, but their stance 

generally was anti-Jewish. Their 

government eventually accosted 

God’s son, Jesus Christ, and 

approved his crucifixion, a 

barbaric and unforgiving death. 

Jesus received the noted man.

(Mat 8:7)  And Jesus saith unto 

him, I will come and heal him.

He looked past his wisdom and 

godly guidance of future events 

yet to unfold, although his mind 

were designed of straight lines, 

parallel to the main Roman 

imperial highway that crossed 

it on the north side. Its 1500 or 

so occupants were governed by 

Rome, and that’s where a very 

special man, a centurion, enters 

our story:

(Mat 8:5-6)  And when Jesus 

was entered into Capernaum, 

there came unto him a 

centurion, beseeching him, 

{6} And saying, Lord, my 

servant lieth at home sick of the 

palsy, grievously tormented.
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was filled with every word of 

their impending entry into his 

life. His mission was to go and 

heal no matter the recipient.

The man stood before God’s son, 

fearless, wondering, hopeful. 

His eyes traced the smooth 

skin on the savior’s face as they 

travelled to his perfect eyes. His 

heart raced out of anticipation, 

out of love for his servant, out of 

compassion. This humble man’s 

palms began to sweat while Jesus 

considered his proposal:

(Mat 8:8-9)  The centurion 

answered and said, Lord, I am 

not worthy that thou shouldest 

come under my roof: but speak 

the word only, and my servant 

shall be healed. {9} For I am 

a man under authority, having 

soldiers under me: and I say 

to this man, Go, and he goeth; 

and to another, Come, and he 

cometh; and to my servant, 

Do this, and he doeth it.

The centurion was a man’s man. 

Vegetius, De Re Militari tells us, 

“The centurion in the infantry is 

chosen for his size, strength and 

dexterity in throwing his missile 

weapons and for his skill in the 

use of his sword and shield; in 

short for his expertness in all the 

exercises. He is to be vigilant, 

temperate, active and readier to 

execute the orders he receives 

than to talk; Strict in exercising 

and keeping up proper discipline 

among his soldiers, in obliging 

them to appear clean and well-

dressed and to have their arms 

constantly rubbed and bright.” 

Today does not generally produce 

this quality, this caliber of 

man, of leaders. But then, a far 

different time, yielded boldness, 

truthfulness, fearlessness, 

manliness, forthrightness, and a 

host of passion typically unknown 

to us. He respected Jesus. Why? 

For one, Jesus was not a speaker 

of words only. Godly actions 

followed his words, each and 

every time. The centurion 
expected results; not 
a wealth of verbiage. 
This man knew of Jesus’ wonders, 

miracles, and healing acts. He 

knew that this was his only 

chance of receiving deliverance 

for his beloved servant. 

(Mat 8:10-13)  When Jesus 

heard it, he marvelled, and 

said to them that followed, 

Verily I say unto you, I have 

not found so great faith 

[believing], no, not in Israel. 

{11} And I say unto you, That 

many shall come from the east 

and west, and shall sit down 

with Abraham, and Isaac, 

and Jacob, in the kingdom of 

heaven. {12} But the children 

of the kingdom shall be cast 

out into outer darkness: 

there shall be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. {13} And 

Jesus said unto the centurion, 
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Go thy way; and as thou hast 

believed, so be it done unto 

thee. And his servant was 

healed in the selfsame hour.

He accepted the promise. Do 

you quest for a refinement 

of believing? Perhaps it 
is time to leave the 
discussion tables and 
begin to accept that 
well-focused action 
bespeaks far more 
than mere words ever 
could. Accept God’s promises 

and end the debates. Receive!

Much love in Christ,

Jerry D. Brown


