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Gospel: Part Six

He preached the acceptable year 

of the Lord:

The words of Jesus Christ state a 

six-fold effort that he undertook 

at God’s request.

(Luke 4:18-19)  The Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me, 

because he hath anointed me 

to preach the gospel to the 

poor; he hath sent me to heal 

the brokenhearted, to preach 

deliverance to the captives, 

and recovering of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty them that 

are bruised, {19} To preach the 

acceptable year of the Lord.

captives, healed blind, freed 

bruised ones, and preaching of 

the acceptable year of the Lord. I 

must tell you, straight away, that 

these phrases might not mean what 

they appear to say. For instance, 

the phrase “deliverance to the 

captives” means, “forgiveness 

of sins to the enslaved captives.” 

The meaning is a far cry from 

how the English reads. I suggest 

that we review the meanings of 

each phrase for the now, obvious 

reason—incorrect translations. 

If I’m right, you could be on to 

something big, something that 

will minister to every aspect of 

your life and allow you to live 

victoriously according to the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.

He preached the acceptable year 

He preached the gospel to the 

poor.

He healed the brokenhearted.

He preached deliverance to the 

captives.

He preached recovering of 

sight to the blind.

He set at liberty them that are 

bruised.

To preach the acceptable year 

of the Lord.

That work still takes place today. 

When the gospel of Jesus Christ 

is preached, five distinct effects 

unfold: healed hearts, delivered 
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of the Lord:

(Luke 4:18)  The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he 

hath anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor; he hath sent 

me to heal the brokenhearted, 

to preach deliverance to the 

captives, and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at 

liberty them that are bruised,

This verse is quoted from Isaiah 

62:2:

(Isa 61:2)  To proclaim the 

acceptable year of the LORD, 

and the day of vengeance of our 

God; to comfort all that mourn;

Jesus stated the first part, but 

stopped short of reading “and the 

day of vengeance of our God.”

That he stopped reading was 

highly significant, for had 

he continued, he would have 

wrongly divided the Bible. Jesus 

did not come to proclaim God’s 

vengeance, much like many 

would have you believe. 

(John 10:10)  The thief 

cometh not, but for to steal, 

and to kill, and to destroy: 

I am come that they might 

have life, and that they might 

have it more abundantly.

He came to give us life, to give 

us a chance to live under God’s 

good grace. God’s vengeance 

will appear in the future; its time 

is not yet. Grace won’t allow it 

today. But grace will come to an 

end one day. Until that happens, 

man can continue his rantings 

and ravings, his antics completely 

contrary to God’s desire—and 

get away with all of them. Grace 

allows this.

Had Jesus continued reading, the 

entire Bible would have fallen 

apart. Your savior, Jesus Christ, 

knew God’s Word. He studied 

it and practiced it beyond what 

any other man has ever done. He 

choose to make the right choices 

so that you and I could live. 

Behaving properly, according to 

God’s Word, isn’t always easy, 

but it is always possible. Think 

of what he went though. Think of 

how difficult it was for him. He 

did it. So can you. You live in the 

acceptable year of the Lord. God 

accepts His grace administration 

in every way. He accepts you in 

every way. All of the preaching 

of Jesus Christ proclaimed God’s 

acceptance. It wasn’t just this 

time God accepted; he accepted 

each and every one of you—fully, 

completely, forever.

When you read Luke 4: 18-

19, new meaning should surge 

through you. Jesus’ gospel 

encompassed the stark reality 

of each reinforced guide that he 

proclaimed:
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• I am preaching my gospel to 

those willing to reject the ways 

of the world in anticipation 

for the greater which is yet to 

come.

• I heal the crushed ones.

• I preach freedom from the 

agony of an unforgiven life 

because forgiveness of sins 

releases you from the chains of 

captivity and sets you free.

• I came to heal you so that you 

could look up to heaven, to my 

Father, God. I came to free you 

from all forms of blindness 

and to keep you out of life’s 

ditches.

• I came to send forth the 

crushed in deliverance.

• I came to proclaim the 

acceptable year of the Lord.

I trust that you will take these 

gospel truths and live according 

to them, both in doctrine and in 

practice. Accept the ways of this 

gospel and reject the ways of the 

world. Something greater is on 

its way. Receive healing if you 

are crushed in any way. Accept 

forgiveness from your sins. This 

will establish true freedom in 

your life, setting you free from 

any form of captivity. Look up 

to heaven, to God, and allow His 

Word to guide you, keeping you 

out of life’s ditches. Go forth in 

deliverance!

Much love in Christ,

Jerry D. Brown


