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Gospel: Part Four

He preached recovering of sight 

to the blind.

The words of Jesus Christ state a 

six-fold effort that he undertook 

at God’s request.

(Luke 4:18-19)  The Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me, 

because he hath anointed me 

to preach the gospel to the 

poor; he hath sent me to heal 

the brokenhearted, to preach 

deliverance to the captives, 

and recovering of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty them that 

are bruised, {19} To preach the 

acceptable year of the Lord.

captives, healed blind, freed 

bruised ones, and preaching of 

the acceptable year of the Lord. I 

must tell you, straight away, that 

these phrases might not mean what 

they appear to say. For instance, 

the phrase “deliverance to the 

captives” means, “forgiveness 

of sins to the enslaved captives.” 

The meaning is a far cry from 

how the English reads. I suggest 

that we review the meanings of 

each phrase for the now, obvious 

reason—incorrect translations. 

If I’m right, you could be on to 

something big, something that 

will minister to every aspect of 

your life and allow you to live 

victoriously according to the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.

He preached recovering of sight 

He preached the gospel to the 

poor.

He healed the brokenhearted.

He preached deliverance to the 

captives.

He preached recovering of 

sight to the blind.

He set at liberty them that are 

bruised.

To preach the acceptable year 

of the Lord.

That work still takes place today. 

When the gospel of Jesus Christ 

is preached, five distinct effects 

unfold: healed hearts, delivered 
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to the blind:

(Luke 4:18)  The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he 

hath anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor; he hath sent 

me to heal the brokenhearted, 

to preach deliverance to the 

captives, and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at 

liberty them that are bruised,

Recovery of Sight

The Greek word used in Luke 

4:18 for “recovering of sight” is 

only used once. It comes from 

anablepo, meaning, “to recover 

sight.” This act can be either 

physical or non-physical. The 

first time this word is used in in 

Matthew 11:

(Mat 11:5)  The blind receive 

their sight, and the lame walk, 

the lepers are cleansed, and 

the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised up, and the poor have 

the gospel preached to them.

We see that the blind received 

their sight by Jesus Christ. He 

also did many other things as 

listed in this verse.

Anablepo also means, “looking 

up” as in looking up to heaven.

(Mat 14:19)  And he 

commanded the multitude to 

sit down on the grass, and 

took the five loaves, and the 

two fishes, and looking up 

to heaven, he blessed, and 

brake, and gave the loaves 

to his disciples, and the 

disciples to the multitude.

When Jesus prayed over the 

loaves and fishes, he looked up 

to heaven. How significant! He 

looked up to his Father, God.

Another record of Jesus looking 

up to heaven is in Mark 7:

(Mark 7:34)  And looking up 

to heaven, he sighed, and saith 

unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be 

opened.

It is also translated “looked.”

(Mark 16:4)  And when 

they looked, they saw 

that the stone was rolled 

away: for it was very great.

I like the reference in John 9:15. 

(John 9:15)  Then again the 

Pharisees also asked him 

how he had received his 

sight. He said unto them, 

He put clay upon mine eyes, 

and I washed, and do see.

It clarifies the meaning of 

anablepo down to “received 

sight.” As we can see, so far, this 

word refers to receiving sight, 

looking at something with your 

sight, and being healed from 

blindness. The word doesn’t only 
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mean one thing; it refers to an 

act understood by its context—

always something to do with 

receiving sight.

Paul received his sight by the 

hand of Ananias. 

(Acts 9:17-18)  And Ananias went 

his way, and entered into the 

house; and putting his hands on 

him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, 

even Jesus, that appeared unto 

thee in the way as thou camest, 

hath sent me, that thou mightest 

receive thy sight, and be filled 

with the Holy Ghost. {18} And 

immediately there fell from his 

eyes as it had been scales: and 

he received sight forthwith, and 

arose, and was baptized.

It was at this time that Paul 

manifested holy spirit. I’d say that 

he certainly received his sight, 

both physically and spiritually.

(Acts 22:13)  Came unto me, 

and stood, and said unto 

me, Brother Saul, receive 

thy sight. And the same 

hour I looked up upon him.

The above verse 13 uses two 

renderings from the same Greek 

word. Both “receive sight” and 

“looked up” come from anablepo, 

but are translated differently. We 

know that both usages have to do 

with receiving sight.

Again, to summarize, Jesus 

was tasked with helping people 

receive sight—certainly not just 

blind people. If God had wanted 

anablepo to be used with only 

physically blind people, he could 

easily have orchestrated that 

in his Word. He didn’t. Jesus 

wasn’t blind but he looked up to 

heaven. Paul was because of the 

scaly covering over his eyes, but 

he also was made whole when 

he was baptized after the scales 

were removed.

Let’s look at “blind” now. Once 

we understand who or what it 

refers to, we’ll be able to join 

the pieces and understand the 

phrase “recovering of sight to 

the blind.”

Blind

(Luke 4:18)  The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he 

hath anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor; he hath sent 

me to heal the brokenhearted, 

to preach deliverance to the 

captives, and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at 

liberty them that are bruised,

The word “blind” is translated 

from the Greek word tuphlos. It 

means, “opaque (as if smoky).” It 

could refer to actual blindness, 

or it could be an analogy. 

We’ll review several verses for 

examples of each.

Physical blindness:
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(Mat 9:27)  And when Jesus 

departed thence, two blind 

men followed him, crying, 

and saying, Thou son of 

David, have mercy on us.

(Mat 12:22)  Then was 

brought unto him one 

possessed with a devil, blind, 

and dumb: and he healed him, 

insomuch that the blind and 

dumb both spake and saw.

Blindness by analogy:

(Mat 15:14)  Let them 

alone: they be blind leaders 

of the blind. And if the 

blind lead the blind, both 

shall fall into the ditch.

This is in reference to the 

Pharaisees. They were consider, 

by Jesus Christ, to be spiritually 

blind, spiritually inept. 

(Mat 23:16-17)  Woe unto 

you, ye blind guides, which 

say, Whosoever shall swear 

by the temple, it is nothing; 

but whosoever shall swear by 

the gold of the temple, he is 

a debtor! {17} Ye fools and 

blind: for whether is greater, 

the gold, or the temple 

that sanctifieth the gold?

These two verses capture the true 

essence of the blindness which is 

not physical. Blind leaders lead 

people in the ditch, that is for 

certain!

(Mat 23:26-27)  Thou blind 

Pharisee, cleanse first that 

which is within the cup and 

platter, that the outside of 

them may be clean also. 

{27} Woe unto you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

for ye are like unto whited 

sepulchres, which indeed 

appear beautiful outward, but 

are within full of dead men’s 

bones, and of all uncleanness.

Extreme filthiness was a direct 

consequence of their blindness. 

These words that Jesus used 

were some of the strongest, 

confrontational words of his 

time. He made a most dramatic 

point by saying how corrupt 

and stinky the blindness of the 

Pharisees was.

(John 9:39-41)  And Jesus 

said, For judgment I am 

come into this world, that 

they which see not might 

see; and that they which see 

might be made blind. {40} 

And some of the Pharisees 

which were with him heard 

these words, and said unto 

him, Are we blind also? {41} 

Jesus said unto them, If ye 

were blind, ye should have no 

sin: but now ye say, We see; 

therefore your sin remaineth.

We also learn that spiritual 

blindness, the type of blindness 
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the Pharisees had, was rooted 

in sin. Don’t you love how 

Jesus confronted them without 

bashfulness?

We must walk carefully, 

endeavoring to continually 

embrace diligence, faith, virtue, 

knowledge of God’s Word, 

temperance, patience, and 

godliness. Why?

(2 Pet 1:9)  But he that 

lacketh these things is blind, 

and cannot see afar off, and 

hath forgotten that he was 

purged from his old sins.

We, too, could become blind. 

The result of this blindness, 

self-imposed, would be sin 

consciousness. How sad to have 

to return to such a terrible state 

of mind.

In Summary:

Jesus came to help people 

receive sight, both physically 

and spiritually. The majorities 

of addressees, both when he was 

personally present, and after, 

were not physically blinded. 

Jesus came to heal people so 

that all could look up to heaven, 

to his father, God. He came so 

that others could live, not be 

led by blind, spiritually corrupt 

leaders, into ditches where their 

lives would crumble apart.

Look up to heaven from whence 

cometh your help. 

Much love in Christ.

Jerry D. Brown


