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Have you ever asked yourself 

what is important in the word 

of God? If so, you may have been 

really at a loss because one person 

says one thing, while another says 

something completely different. 

What one group says is important, 

another group says in unimportant. 

People will try to guess at that 

which is important in the word of 

God. God has placed figures of 

speech in his word to mark that 

which is important. For instance, in 

the late fall, if we haven’t had any 

rain and I say to you, ‘the ground 

is dry’, we have a plain statement 

of fact. But if I say, ‘the ground is 

thirsty’, then we have a wonderful 

picture. Figures of speech always 

augment that which is being said. 

They are God’s markings when he 

Whenever the bible attributes 

human characteristics to God, 

like men have anger, men repent, 

men lie, we have a figure of 

speech. Figures of speech are 

one of the most important truths 

contained in the bible. They are 

not something you are supposed 

to guess at. They have a very 

specific, scientific design. You 

can’t guess at these because 

they are very precise and are in 

the category of a science. We 

cannot ever guess at that which 

is important in God’s word. 

God tells us by using figures of 

speech.

From Mathew 4:4, the figure 

used in the phrase—out of the 

mouth of God—is called: 

wanted to emphasize something. 

Such a figure exists in Matthew 4.

(Mat 4:4)  But he answered and 

said, It is written, Man shall 

not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that proceedeth 

out of the mouth of God.

The phrase, ‘out of the mouth of 

God’ is a figure of speech. Every 

word of God comes out of the 

mouth of God, but a spirit does 

not have a mouth. What does 

it mean to proceed ‘out of the 

mouth of God?’ 
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In the Hebrew: “DERECH 

BENAI ADAM - WAYS OF 

THE SONS OF MAN.”  

In the Greek: 

“ANTHROPOPATHEIA - 

PATHOS OF MAN.”  

In the Latin: 

“CONDESCENSIO – 

CONDESCENSION.” 

Whenever God is made to 

condescend to the level of man, 

this is the figure being used. 

This figure always has to do with 

man’s feelings, desires, pathos, 

or sympathy.

In Matthew 4:4, God placed 

emphasis on the phrase ‘out of 

the mouth of God.’ 

212 Figures of Speech

212 figures are used in the bible, 

and there may be more (up to 

225) in the secular realm, even 

as high as 40 varieties under 

one figure. This is an area for 

someone to really develop, maybe 

three or four PHD’s.  I’ve found 

that E.W. Bullinger developed 

the subject of figures of speech 

more than anyone else I know. 

During the Roman period, we 

went into the Dark Ages where 

most of the figures were lost 

except in the archives in Malon 

and Rome. Then we had the 

renaissance period where there 

was a relearning in painting, 

sculpture, music, but never in 

figures of speech in English. At 

tops, most scholars are aware 

of as many as 36 or so. In the 

bible, there are over 212 used, 

with up to 40 varieties. This is 

the main reason people do not 

understand the bible. Figures of 

speech are a scientific approach 

to understanding the bible. You 

cannot go wrong; you cannot 

guess.

According to E. W. Bullinger in 

his book Figures of Speech in 

the Bible, page 4, The word of 

God is to be accepted literally 

whenever and wherever possible. 

When a word or words fail to 

be true to fact, they are figures 

of speech, and as such have a 

Godly-designed emphasis which 

must be known, grasped and 

understood in order to “rightly 

divide” the word of God. They 

are always used with divine 

design. There need be no guess 

work when dealing with these 

figures! I can’t go to the word of 

God and say that this or that is 

important. God marked his word 

from Genesis to Revelation. 

We must work the word of God 

as well. If you understand the 

figures of speech, as well as 

the Orientalisms, customs, and 

mannerisms used in the word, 

the rest will fit with tremendous 

clarity.

Review these examples to 
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sharpen your intellect and aide in 

your discovery of more of these 

biblical signposts. 

‘And the Lord bared his arm.’ 

‘Heaven is his throne, the 

Earth is his footstool.’

‘The eyes of the Lord run to 

and fro all over the world.’

God has no arm, legs, feet or 

eyes, but he can attribute them 

to him, thus marking them as 

important. 

Understanding figures of speech 

can help us understand Matthew 

4:4.

 

Live by the word

 (Mat 4:4)  But he answered and 

said, It is written, Man shall 

not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that proceedeth 

out of the mouth of God.

It says that man shall ‘live’ by 

every word out of the mouth 

[word] of God. All of it, from 

Genesis to Revelation, is to help 

man live. The important truth 

we are supposed to glean is that 

the words in the word of God all 

came from God, not man or any 

other source.

(Prov 6:23)  For the 

commandment is a lamp; and 

the law is light; and reproofs of 

instruction are the way of life:

(Prov 4:22)  For they are life 

unto those that find them, 

and health to all their f lesh.

The bible is not written to 

unbelievers, but for those who 

will to believe. The word is life to 

those who find them and health 

to all their f lesh. We need to put 

it to the test. This is a testimony 

of God’s word. We need to work 

this from the inside out, never 

bringing it down to our level. We 

go up to the word, and change 

to follow it. The word of God is 

life!

(John 6:63)  It is the spirit that 

quickeneth [makes alive]; the 

f lesh profiteth nothing: the 

words that I speak unto you, 

they are spirit, and they are life.

God’s words are spirit and they 

are life. We need to search these 

words for our very life. These 

words tell us all that we will ever 

need to know about God.

Much Love in Christ,

Jerry D. Brown
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