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Peace 

W ho doesn’t 
want more 
peace? Did 
you know 

that peace is integral to con-
flict resolution? If peace 
wasn’t available, neither 
would conflict resolution be 
available. It’s like the pres-
ence of God. If God hadn’t 
created the world, we’d have 
none of what we have today. 
His presence ensures success 
in any godly endeavor, but 
there’s a part that we have to 
play as well. It’s not just 
about God’s presence. Even 
though we see God working 
to bring peace back into his 
creation earlier, the first bib-
lical reference of peace is 
found when God spoke to 
Abram about his heir. Abram 
was concerned that he didn’t 
have an heir and had asked 
God for an answer to this 
before he died. He didn’t 
want to die before knowing 
that his inheritance wouldn’t 
be properly transferred, but 
he didn’t have any children 
to pass his inheritance to. 
 

(Gen 15:1 KJV)  After 
these things the word of 

shield Abram from his beset-
ting troubles. God will 
shield us from evil just like 
he did with Abram. God 
then took a giant step and 
included all of mankind. 
Why? So that he could un-
veil his plan of salvation for 
humanity. Throughout the 
bible, we have references to 
God’s future benefits and 
blessings within an earlier 
incident or promise. For in-
stance, God’s peace (the first 
time peace is mentioned in 
the bible) with Abram is a 
type—a type of peace we 
now have with God through 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Exceeding Great Reward 
 
We also learned that God 
was to become Abram’s ex-
ceeding great reward 
[vehemently abundant pay-
ment]. We’ll see just what 
this reward is as we read 
chapter 15. 
 

(Gen 15:2 KJV)  And 
Abram said, Lord GOD, 
what wilt thou give me, 
seeing I go childless, and 
the steward of my house 

the LORD came unto 
Abram in a vision, saying, 
Fear not, Abram: I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding 
great reward. 

 
God proclaims his abilities 
to Abram via an explicit call 
to calm. He tells Abram to 
fear not. He tells him that he 
is his shield and his exceed-
ing great reward. 
 
Throughout time, the mes-
sage has remained the 
same. “Fear not” indicates 
the presence of God’s peace. 
Where God’s peace exists, 
fear will vanish, and so, 
potentially, conflict. 
 
Shield 
 
God promised that he would 
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is this Eliezer of Damas-
cus? 

 
Prior to Isaac’s birth, Eliezer 
of Damascus was the stew-
ard of Abraham's house and 
his presumed heir according 
to eastern law and custom. 
 

(Gen 15:3 KJV)  And 
Abram said, Behold, to 
me thou hast given no 
seed: and, lo, one born in 
my house is mine heir. 

 
Abram was childless and 
required an heir. It seemed 
an impossible situation and 
Eliezer the only likely solu-
tion, unless God provided 
something greater. To be-
queath his estate to a servant 
who had been born in his 
house was not an uncommon 
practice. Eliezer was his 
chief servant and a natural 
choice. 
 
Well, Abram’s best laid plan 
wasn’t God’s choice. 
 

(Gen 15:4-5 KJV)  And, 
behold, the word of the 
LORD came unto him, 
saying, This shall not be 
thine heir; but he that 
shall come forth out of 
thine own bowels shall be 
thine heir. {5} And he 
brought him forth abroad, 
and said, Look now to-
ward heaven, and tell the 

had to believe those prom-
ises. 
 

(Gen 15:6-7 KJV)  And 
he believed in the LORD; 
and he counted it to him 
for righteousness. {7} 
And he said unto him, I 
am the LORD that 
brought thee out of Ur of 
the Chaldees, to give thee 
this land to inherit it. 

 
God had already proved 
himself trustworthy; he 
brought Abram out of Ur 
and had already given him 
an inheritance of land. 
Abram believed in the Lord, 
and God counted it to him 
for righteousness. That’s an-
other prototype—that of be-
lieving unto righteousness. 
He believed the promise and 
God granted him his desire.  
 
Erringly, Abram still sought 
proof, but God was willing 
to endure. We’re often 
knuckleheads too, but God 
loves us and takes care of 
us nonetheless. 
 

(Gen 15:8-11 KJV)  And 
he said, Lord GOD, 
whereby shall I know that 
I shall inherit it? {9} And 
he said unto him, Take 
me an heifer of three 
years old, and a she goat 
of three years old, and a 
ram of three years old, 

stars, if thou be able to 
number them: and he said 
unto him, So shall thy 
seed be. 

 
This is Abram’s first taste of 
an exceeding great reward. 
The promised seed, and 
God’s family would stem 
from Abram; Abram’s heir 
would not be a servant but 
someone from his own loins. 
God wanted a family, one of 
his own making. Do you see 
another ‘type’ here? Abram 
had limited himself to the 
next 50 years or so; God was 
thinking eternity. Isn’t that 
typical. Man often won’t 
think past his nose; God 
knows so much more and 
can do so much more. 
 
Can you imagine Abram’s 
reaction as God illustrated 
his plan via this heavenly 
spectacle? It wasn’t like you 
and me walking into a field 
and merely raising our eyes 
to the stars. This was God 
taking Abram to a special 
place and opening Abram’s 
understanding so that he 
could see every star, be able 
to grasp the vastness of that 
multitude, and then parallel 
that vastness to his own 
situation. 
 
The outflow of God’s peace 
brings with it associated 
promises. To see this, Abram 
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and a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon. {10} And 
he took unto him all these, 
and divided them in the 
midst, and laid each piece 
one against another: but 
the birds divided he not. 
{11} And when the fowls 
came down upon the car-
cases, Abram drove them 
away. 

 
God sealed his promise with 
blood sacrifices. This was 
the way God chose to prove 
himself. He brought peace to 
Abram and proved his prom-
ise through the offering of 
blood. God did this for 
Abram, yet God wanted to 
provide him even more de-
tail regarding the innumer-
ous heirship. 
 

(Gen 15:12-15 KJV)  And 
when the sun was going 
down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram; and, lo, an 
horror of great darkness 
fell upon him. {13} And 
he said unto Abram, 
Know of a surety that thy 
seed shall be a stranger in 
a land that is not theirs, 
and shall serve them; and 
they shall afflict them 
four hundred years; {14} 
And also that nation, 
whom they shall serve, 
will I judge: and afterward 
shall they come out with 
great substance. {15} And 

resolution, in the Old Testa-
ment, man offered peace of-
ferings which would resolve 
the conflict, but the respon-
sible party still had to con-
fess and become absolved 
from his situation through 
various means. That’s where 
the peace offering came in. 
For us, that’s where Jesus 
Christ comes in. When we 
war against God, God’s 
peace becomes the starting 
point for resolution—not 
just the end point. Like 
Abram, we have to accept 
God’s plan. We may have to 
accept a different resolution, 
accept God’s shield, and his 
exceeding great reward. 
When you go to God for 
resolution, expect and accept 
his peace, and like Abram, 
fear not but believe his 
promise. Then wait patiently 
under his shield for the ex-
ceeding great reward. 
 
Much love in Christ! 
 
Jerry D. Brown 

thou shalt go to thy fa-
thers in peace; thou shalt 
be buried in a good old 
age. 

 
Can you imagine how much 
worse it would have been if 
Abram’s plan had been com-
pleted? Not only did God 
prove himself to Abram 
through his word, he vali-
dated his words through 
blood, and then he gave 
Abram the dream of a life-
time, showing him the next 
stages of his life—what 
would transpire through the 
heirship of so many peo-
ple—and that he would 
surely be at peace before he 
died. 
 
Peace is an integral part of 
conflict resolution. The crea-
tor of peace must be in-
volved. God’s plan for man-
kind was in jeopardy, a plan 
that hinged upon Abram 
having heirs. Sure, Abram 
wanted an heir to his estate 
and wealth, but God wanted 
an enduring family and only 
God had the power for such 
great resolve. If he provided 
this conflict relief, don’t you 
think he can help you resolve 
yours? Do you have any con-
flicts, ones perhaps that 
you’ve created? The con-
flicts men create usually 
have to do with walking 
away from God’s Word. For 


