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W e’ve been study-
ing The Outpour-
ing of the gift of 

holy spirit which is recorded 
in Acts 2:1-4. These four 
verses contain the first ac-
count that Christians spoke 
in tongues. We’ll study this 
in depth in this Artios; there 
are four more verifiable bib-
lical accounts that Christians 
spoke in tongues. Starting 
with verse five, even more 
detail is provided about what 
happened on this day of Pen-
tecost. That the gift of holy 
spirit was outpoured isn’t at 
question, but what biblical 
evidence do we rely on re-
garding this event? 

The first account that 
Christians spoke in 
tongues 

The proof 
 
Starting with this Artios, I 
will be taking you to four of 
the most historic verses in 
the Word of God. We will 
start with the 2nd chapter of 
Acts. The record of the Out-
pouring is contained in the 
following verses: 

What was the evidence 
that these men re-
ceived the gift? 
 

(Acts 2:4 KJV)  And 
they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with 
other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utter-
ance. 

 
We are told that these 12 
men were filled with some-
thing called Holy Ghost. 
How did they know that they 
were filled? What evidence 
did they have—evidence 
that Jesus had spoken of? 
What was their visible 
proof? We read that they 
began to speak in tongues. 
Before ‘began,’ the word 
"they" is not supplied which 
places emphasis on the 
Apostles being the ones who 
did the speaking. 
 

Definition of Speaking 
in tongues 
 
Speaking in tongues is the 
external manifestation in 

 
(Acts 2:1-4 KJV)  And 
when the day of Pente-
cost was fully come, 
they were all with one 
accord in one place. {2} 
And suddenly there 
came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where 
they were sitting. {3} 
And there appeared 
unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of 
them. {4} And they 
were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began 
to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 
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the senses realm of the in-
ternal reality and presence 
of the holy spirit.  
 
You can't see spirit, can't 
hear it or feel it in any 
way .... This means it has to 
be evidenced by the senses 
or its presence will not be 
known. 
 

What started the 
Church? 
 
How did they know that they 
were filled? They acted on 
what they were told to do. 
You can hear speaking in 
tongues. Hearing speaking in 
tongues brought forth the 
gift’s internal reality. This is 
when the church started. The 
outpouring started it. This is 
the beginning of the church 
of grace to which you and I 
belong. This is the only evi-
dence in the entire Bible of 
the Pentecostal outpouring. 
They spoke in tongues. Were 
they possessed? No! They 
spoke via free will; they 
were in absolute control. 
Speaking in tongues is the 
greatest reality a believer has 
of the internal presence of 
the gift; it is his guarantee, 
his proof that he has Christ 
within. 
 

couldn’t see spirit? The 
proof is that they spoke in 
tongues. 
 

(Acts 2:4 KJV)  And 
they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with 
other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utter-
ance. 

 

The Great Principle 
 
God can only speak to his 
spirit in you. He can't speak 
to your mind. That’s the 
great principle. They spoke 
forth the words that God 
wanted spoken by their free 
will 
 
God can't give words to a 
body and soul man’s mind. 
He can only give them to the 
spirit. This is why unbeliev-
ers can't speak in tongues. A 
born again believer can 
speak in tongues at will. 
That's the proof that he or 
she is born again. It says, ‘as 
the spirit gave the utterance’. 
They formed the words, but 
God told them what to 
speak. Just four verses tell 
the entire story.  
 
The gift was first given to 
the 12 in the Temple when 
they received power from on 
high. This was when they 

Who can’t Speak in 
tongues 
 
No person born of Satan’s 
seed can speak in tongues. 
Only born again believers 
can speak in tongues—you 
must be born again of God’s 
spirit. Speaking in tongues is 
a free will act. My native 
language is English, but 
when I speak in tongues, I 
am no longer speaking Eng-
lish or any other language I 
know. I know German, 
Spanish, and am familiar 
with several others. Speak-
ing in tongues is five senses 
proof that I am born again. It 
proves that I am a Christian. 
Spiritualists may say that 
they can speak in tongues, 
but if they aren’t born again, 
it isn’t possible. It would be 
a devil spirit possessing their 
vocal chords and forcing 
them to spit forth the words 
whether they want to or not. 
 

The First Account of 
Speaking in tongues 
 
In the Word of God, there 
are only five accounts that 
discuss any person or group 
receiving the holy spirit. All 
that can be known are in 
these records. They had in-
wardly received the gift. 
What was the proof, for they 
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were clothed or endued with 
power from on high. At the 
time of this out pouring, God 
gave no more or no less. 
People have written thou-
sands of pages on this sub-
ject, but God only used four 
verses. 
 

Who were present on 
this great day? 
 

(Acts 2:5 KJV)  And 
there were dwelling at 
Jerusalem Jews, de-
vout men, out of every 
nation under heaven. 

 
On this day, only Jews by 
religion received. God had 
said to Israel that He would 
lead them and teach them 
and that they were to be His 
people. The Jews killed 
God's son. Here we see that 
God gifted the Jews for the 
last time. God tried to sepa-
rate His people once again. 
 

The miracle of Pente-
cost 
 

(Acts 2:6 KJV)  Now 
when this was noised 
abroad, the multitude 
came together, and 
were confounded, be-
cause that every man 
heard them speak in his 
own language. 

and marvelled, saying 
one to another, Behold, 
are not all these which 
speak Galilaeans? 

 
In this verse, we have the 
miracle of Pentecost that 
every man heard them speak 
in their own language.  Why 
is this a miracle? It is a mira-
cle because this is literally 
God’s power exerted. A 
miracle is literally “an act 
that represents God’s ex-
erted power.” God never 
promises that every man will 
understand what you speak 
when you speak in tongues. 
Later, we’ll discuss that you 
never speak in tongues to 
others unless specific condi-
tions are met. God gave 
these men the utterance, the 
words to speak, and these 
words were understandable 
to all present. I’ve heard of 
people understanding an-
other’s tongue when he or 
she spoke in tongues. This 
can happen, but it’s not a 
miracle. Only when God’s 
power is exerted can it be 
termed a miracle. 
 

(Acts 2:7 KJV)  And 
they were all amazed 
and marvelled, saying 
one to another, Behold, 
are not all these which 
speak Galilaeans? 

 

 
That these 12 men had re-
ceived was noised abroad. If 
they had been in a tiny room 
with a blue light, how could 
what took place have been 
noised abroad? There were 
thousands of visitors in Jeru-
salem on Pentecost. Many of 
the Jews were in the Temple, 
and more were arriving. It 
was the third hour of prayer. 
 
‘Confounded’ means, 
‘flabbergasted’.  This event 
that they were witnessing 
shook them. Why? Because 
every man heard them speak 
in their own language. The 
12 were speaking in these 
other men’s languages. The 
12 were Galileans—they 
were speaking their mother 
tongue which was Aramaic. 
Remember at the crucifixion 
when the little maid accused 
Peter of having a Galilean 
dialect. When Peter was 
speaking in tongues, that 
tongue was unknown to him, 
but people out there under-
stood what he was saying. 
The same happened with all 
12. That is what confounded 
the onlookers; they were 
shaken to their very core. 
 

What is a miracle? 
 

(Acts 2:7 KJV)  And 
they were all amazed 
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They were all amazed, con-
founded. Why? The Gali-
leans couldn't speak their 
languages. The people 
wanted an explanation. For 
the Jews to claim this was 
really something.  

The Wonderful Works 
of God 
 

(Acts 2:8-11 KJV)  And 
how hear we every man 
in our own tongue, 
wherein we were born? 
{9} Parthians, and 
Medes, and Elamites, 
and the dwellers in 
Mesopotamia, and in 
Judaea, and Cappado-
cia, in Pontus, and 
Asia, {10} Phrygia, and 
Pamphylia, in Egypt, 
and in the parts of 
Libya about Cyrene, 
and strangers of Rome, 
Jews and proselytes, 
{11} Cretes and Arabi-
ans, we do hear them 
speak in our tongues 
the wonderful works of 
God. 

 
Did you catch those last five 
words—the wonderful works 
of God? These Jews hated 
the Galileans. They despised 
them, only allowing them to 
worship in Jerusalem during 
the day. But at night, they 
had to stay on the Galilean 
Hill. Old Testament Jews 

men are full of new 
wine. 

 
They were saying that these 
guys were drunk. People 
who accuse others like this 
will always be around. Peo-
ple degrade God's Word to-
day. What do we call alco-
holic drinks today? We call 
them ‘spirits’.  How devilish 
can a world get? The 12 
Apostles didn't wobble 
around, shake, whoop and 
holler. These men were sit-
ting in a posture of prayer. 
They simply and beautifully 
spoke in tongues. On the day 
of Pentecost, others under-
stood what the 12 Apostles 
had said. 
 

What Changed these 
men? 
 

(Acts 2:14 KJV)  But 
Peter, standing up with 
the eleven, lifted up his 
voice, and said unto 
them, Ye men of 
Judaea, and all ye that 
dwell at Jerusalem, be 
this known unto you, 
and hearken to my 
words: 

 
I love this. In the face of 
God’s greatness and the face 
of Satan’s accusations, Peter 
became God’s spokesman, 
But, he’s not going to speak 

wouldn't accept Galilean 
help to build the temple. 
 
What did these hateful Jews 
say about the Galileans? 
They said that they were 
speaking the wonderful 
works of God. Wouldn't you 
like to speak the wonderful 
works of God? I would! 
Then you hear someone say 
that you are cursing God 
when you speak in tongues. 
That's a lie from hell. All 
Christians need to speak the 
wonderful works of God. 
 

Amazed and in doubt 
 

(Acts 2:12 KJV)  And 
they were all amazed, 
and were in doubt, say-
ing one to another, 
What meaneth this? 

 
They didn't understand what 
they were witnessing. If you 
had been standing in these 
people’s shoes, you’d have 
doubt too. Doubting is no 
disgrace, but to stay doubt-
ing when answers are avail-
able is a disgrace. Doubting 
Thomas wasn’t a disgrace 
for he came true. To stay 
doubtful is a disgrace. Then 
the haters continued in verse 
13: 
 

(Acts 2:13 KJV)  Others 
mocking said, These 
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in tongues now. He's going 
to give the Christian 
Church’s first sermon. 50 
days before, Peter and the 
others were full of fear? 
Look at them now. What 
changed them? Peter was 
full of great boldness and 
believing. "Ye men of Jeru-
salem and the rest of you, 
hearken unto me!"  What 
changed him? The experi-
ence of Pentecost when he 
was filled with the power of 
holy spirit, changed him. He 
had been filled with the 
power of God and he mani-
fested it in the senses world. 
 

Peter’s Sermon 
 
Did Peter have time to de-
velop this teaching? Not at 
all. This teaching is one of 
the greatest teachings in the 
bible. Peter simply stood up 
and began. 
 

Peter Was Prepared 
 

(Acts 2:15-16 KJV)  For 
these are not drunken, 
as ye suppose, seeing 
it is but the third hour of 
the day. {16} But this is 
that which was spoken 
by the prophet Joel; 

 
There are times when a 
teacher really needs to work 

(Acts 2:32 KJV)  This 
Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof we all are 
witnesses. 

 
What was the witness prov-
ing that God had raised Je-
sus from the dead? It was 
speaking in tongues. The 12 
were filled with the spirit. 
Speaking in tongues was the 
proof. Without the gift, you 
can't do any of this. Speak-
ing in tongues is the witness. 
Every time you speak in 
tongues, you are a witness of 
the resurrection. It's the 
proof that Jesus was raised 
from the dead. 
 

(Acts 2:33 KJV)  There-
fore being by the right 
hand of God exalted, 
and having received of 
the Father the promise 
of the Holy Ghost, he 
hath shed forth this, 
which ye now see and 
hear. 

 
Referring to the Greek 
words, Pneuma and Hagion 
are used for emphasis. The 
translators supplied the capi-
tal letters. The Apostles 
couldn't see or hear spirit, 
but they could speak in 
tongues. This was their 
proof. That's what Peter 
said. 
 

(Acts 2:36-37 KJV)  

on a teaching. But there are 
also times when he needs to 
teach from his heart and 
from the Word of God that 
he knows. Peter was filled 
with holy spirit and had the 
ability to teach. Preparation 
prepares you for most any 
situation. 
 

Peter preached Jesus 
 

(Acts 2:22-24 KJV)  Ye 
men of Israel, hear 
these words; Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man ap-
proved of God among 
you by miracles and 
wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in 
the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know: 
{23} Him, being deliv-
ered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowl-
edge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified 
and slain: {24} Whom 
God hath raised up, 
having loosed the pains 
of death: because it 
was not possible that 
he should be holden of 
it. 

 
Observe Peter’s boldness. 
He was filled with the spirit. 
 

The Witness 
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Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God 
hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and 
Christ. {37} Now when 
they heard this, they 
were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of 
the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we 
do? 

 
They asked, "what shall we 
do? They wanted to know 
what to do. 
 

Baptism 
 
And Peter told them. 
 

(Acts 2:38 KJV)  Then 
Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

 
Peter’s message was undi-
luted prophecy—forth tell-
ing—a declaration of God’s 
power. Peter told them to 
repent, to confess Jesus as 
Lord and believe that God 
raised Jesus from the dead. 
Then he told them to be bap-

side. But, then, you need to 
receive the gift outwardly. 
They spoke in tongues. 
‘Shall’ means, no ifs, ands, 
or butt's about it. 
 

Who can be born again? 
 

(Acts 2:39 KJV)  For 
the promise is unto 
you, and to your chil-
dren, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God 
shall call. 

 
The promise is unto you. 
Does that include me? It cer-
tainly does—even as many 
as the Lord our God shall 
call. Let me ask you some-
thing. Has God called you? 
If you are born again, He 
has. The promise is unto 
you. You can receive the gift 
into manifestation. They re-
ceived the gift, and then they 
manifested it. There is no 
such thing as baptism in the 
holy ghost. Spiritualists 
teach that there is, but it’s 
simply not true. You receive 
the gift of holy spirit and 
bring it forth. 
 

(Acts 2:41 KJV)  Then 
they that gladly re-
ceived his word were 
baptized: and the same 
day there were added 
unto them about three 

tized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. He never mentioned 
water. If God wanted him to 
talk about water, wouldn’t 
this have been the place to 
say it? God had the attention 
of thousands, yet He didn’t 
include water. You are bap-
tized in everything that the 
name of Jesus Christ repre-
sents at the time you repent. 
This is an orientalism, mean-
ing that this is an inside bap-
tism. It is an spiritual act. 
Remission means forgive-
ness—to send away. 
 
You are baptized in every-
thing that that name repre-
sents. It's now on the inside. 
They were totally immersed 
in power. 
 

(Acts 2:38 KJV)  Then 
Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

 
It's been here for countless 
years, yet it doesn't say bap-
tized with the holy ghost. It 
says ‘ye shall receive’ the 
holy ghost. It says, repent 
and receive (lambano) the  
gift into manifestation. 
When you are born again, 
you receive Jesus Christ in-
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thousand souls. 
 
Water isn’t mentioned. Any 
time you try to squeeze it in, 
you’re going to come up dry. 
About 3000 people were 
added and the first thing they 
did was speak in tongues. It 
was the external reality in 
the senses world of the inter-
nal presence of the gift. 
 

(Acts 2:46 KJV)  And 
they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking 
bread from house to 
house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart, 

 

Summary: 
 
What a tremendous revela-
tion this is. Four verses de-
scribe the outpouring. Then, 
we are provided Peter’s ser-
mon. People’s hearts melted 
when they understood the 
greatness of the Pentecostal 
experience. The Jews didn't 
love those Galileans, but 
many of them loved the 
greatness of the God’s Word, 
for it says that about 3000 
were added. What a mes-
sage! When the Apostles re-
ceived holy spirit, what was 
the first thing that they did? 
They spoke with tongues. 
 

 
Much love in Christ, 
 
 
Jerry D. Brown 


